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D o  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e m b e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
( O M A s ) — l i k e  c o a l i t i o n s  o r  c o u n c i l s — h a v e  
m o r e  d i v e r s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a n  
n o n p r o f i t s  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s ?
• T h e y  m i g h t :  n o n p r o f i t s  w i t h  

h o m o g e n o u s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m a y  j o i n  
c o a l i t i o n s  w i t h  d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

• T h e y  m i g h t  n o t :  n o n p r o f i t s  m a y  j o i n  
c o a l i t i o n s  w i t h  d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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D a t a
• ~ 1 5 , 0 0 0  n o n p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r o f i l e s  

c o m p i l e d  b y  C a n d i d
• G e n d e r  &  R a c e / E t h n i c i t y  o f  b o a r d  

m e m b e r s ,  s e n i o r  s t a f f ,  &  f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f
• O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  f r o m  w e b s i t e s
• C o n t r o l s  f o r  o t h e r  o r g .  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

R e s u l t s
• O M A s  a r e  m o r e  e t h n o r a c i a l l y d i v e r s e
• O M A s  m i g h t  b e  m o r e  g e n d e r  d i v e r s e

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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I m p l i c a t i o n s
• O M A s  m a y  b e  “ t h e  d i v e r s i t y  l a y e r ”  o f  

c i v i l  s o c i e t y
• G o v e r n m e n t s ,  f u n d e r s ,  a n d  s c h o l a r s  

s e e k i n g  p r o g r a m  p a r t n e r s  t h a t  b e t t e r  
r e f l e c t  c o m m u n i t y  d i v e r s i t y  s h o u l d  
c o n s i d e r  O M A s .

• N o n - O M A  n o n p r o f i t s  s e e k i n g  g r e a t e r  
p a r t i c i p a n t  d i v e r s i t y  c o u l d  r e s t r u c t u r e  
t o  a c t  m o r e  l i k e  O M A s .

F o r  M o r e  D e t a i l s
• b a g g e t t m @ i n d i a n a . e d u
• f u l t o n @ i n d i a n a . e d u

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)

mailto:baggettm@indiana.edu
mailto:fulton@indiana.edu
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Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
Greenville College Access Network

Carol Cutler White, MPA, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor

Mississippi State University, Department of Educational 
Leadership

2018 Grantee



8

• Community-engaged college access
• Building a network of supports
• Action research photovoice and Q 

methodology
• Question: How can Greenville increase the 

college going rate through trained 
community volunteers to assist residents 
with college and financial aid processes?

• Engage city leaders, Woodward Hines Education 
Foundation, community members, and youth in 
development of a model in the Mississippi Delta

• Resulted in the establishment of the Greenville 
College Access Network (CAN)

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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T h e  G r e e n v i l l e  C A N  m o b i l i z e s  
a  r u r a l  l o w - i n c o m e  m a j o r i t y  
m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  
M i s s i s s i p p i  D e l t a  t o  s u p p o r t  
c o l l e g e  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  
a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t .

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)



10

Mary L. Ohmer, PhD, MSW, MPIA
Associate Professor and COSA Chair

Katie Holler, BSW
MSW Student Intern and Researcher 

Donnell Pearl
Community Researcher and Homewood Resident

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work

Shannah Tharp-Gilliam, Ph.D. 
Director of Research and Evaluation, Homewood 

Children’s Village

REP Project Began in October 2018

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
Research For Equity and Power Project Team
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Grantee Program Accomplishments

REP is a partnership between the Pitt School of Social 
Work and Homewood Children’s Village. Our goal is to 
increase civic engagement among youth and adult 
residents around equitable development by:

 Increasing residents’ knowledge and understanding of civic 
engagement and equitable development

 Strengthening Homewood resident’s ability to influence 
neighborhood change

 Engaging policy makers, local and city-wide organizations, and 
developers to meet with residents and talk about how residents 
can effectively influence equitable development and create 
positive neighborhood change in Homewood

We’re also replicating REP in the Hazelwood Neighborhood of 
Pittsburgh 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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Grantee Program Accomplishments

R E P  i s  a  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  P a r t i c i p a t o r y  
R e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  t h a t  i n c l u d e s :  
C o m m u n i t y  A d v i s o r y  B o a r d  a n d  P i t t  

C o m m u n i t y  R e s e a r c h e r  ( a l l  H o m e w o o d  
r e s i d e n t s )

C o m m u n i t y  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  ( w i t h  3 0  
Yo u t h  a n d  A d u l t  R e s i d e n t s )

A n  E q u i t a b l e  D e v e l o p m e n t  P l a y b o o k
D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  o u r  E D  P l a y b o o k ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a  C i t i z e n  T r a i n i n g  A c a d e m y

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e e :   
h t t p s : / / w w w . c r s p . p i t t . e d u / c o m m u n i t y / r e s e
a r c h - e q u i t y - a n d - p o w e r - r e p

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)

https://www.crsp.pitt.edu/community/research-equity-and-power-rep
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Our Equitable 
Development Playbook  
was created with 
Homewood community 
members as a result of 
our Community 
Conversations 
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Current Project Efforts
W r i t i n g  m a n u s c r i p t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  C B P R  

p r o c e s s  a n d  r e s u l t s  i n  H o m e w o o d
H o l d i n g  a n  i n - p e r s o n  C i t i z e n  T r a i n i n g  

A c a d e m y  i n  H o m e w o o d  b y  t h i s  F a l l !  

R e p l i c a t i n g  R E P  i n  H a z e l w o o d ,  a n o t h e r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  f a c i n g  s i m i l a r  p r e s s u r e s  
f r o m  n e i g h b o r h o o d  c h a n g e  

Connecting Homewood and Hazelwood 
Community Advisory Boards

Holding in-person Community Conversations 
with 30 youth and adult residents in Hazelwood

Creating a Hazelwood version of the Playbook 
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Rebecca Nesbit, Ph.D.
Associate Professor

University of Georgia
Grantee 2018

The Rural/Urban Volunteering Divide

Laurie Paarlberg, Ph.D.
Full Professor

University of Indiana-Purdue University Indianapolis
Grantee 2018

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s :  H o w  d o e s  
c o m m u n i t y  c o n t e x t  a f f e c t  v o l u n t e e r i n g ?   
H o w  d o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y - l e v e l  
d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  v o l u n t e e r i n g  v a r y  a c r o s s  
r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  p l a c e s ?   

D a t a :  C u r r e n t  P o p u l a t i o n  S u r v e y  
V o l u n t e e r i n g  S u p p l e m e n t  ( 2 0 0 2 - 2 0 1 5 ) ,  
w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  a l l  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  f i p s
c o d e s  t h r o u g h  a  C e n s u s  B u r e a u  
R e s e a r c h  D a t a  C e n t e r   

W h y  i s  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t ?   C o m m u n i t i e s  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a r e  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g .   
W e  n e e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t h e s e  
c h a n g e s  a f f e c t  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t .   

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f i n d i n g s :  
• V o l u n t e e r i n g  r a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  h i g h e r  i n  

r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  b u t  r u r a l  v o l u n t e e r i n g  
r a t e s  a r e  f a l l i n g  f a s t e r  t h a n  u r b a n  
v o l u n t e e r i n g  r a t e s  

• D r i v e r s  o f  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i n  r u r a l  p l a c e s  
a r e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i n  u r b a n  p l a c e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r s o n a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
r e s o u r c e s

F u t u r e  d i r e c t i o n s :
• T r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i s  d r i v i n g  t h e  

“ v o l u n t e e r i n g  c l i f f ”
• I n v e s t i g a t i n g  h o w  p a t h w a y s  i n t o  

v o l u n t e e r i n g  v a r y  a c r o s s  r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  
p l a c e s

• I n v e s t i g a t i n g  h o w  c o m m u n i t y  a g e  
s t r u c t u r e  a f f e c t s  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a c r o s s  
r u r a l  a n d  u r b a n  p l a c e s

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)



18

James ‘Jim’ Witte, Ph.D. 
Professor of Sociology and Director, 

George Mason University, 
Institute for Immigration Research

2018 Grantee 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
Immigrant Civic Engagement and Economic Opportunity
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• O n l i n e  s u r v e y s  o f  4 , 0 0 0  i m m i g r a n t  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  s i x  c i t i e s

• Boston
• Detroit
• Miami
• Philadelphia
• San Jose
• Seattle

• F o l l o w - u p  w i t h  6 8  i n - d e p t h  q u a l i t a t i v e  
i n t e r v i e w s

• S u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d i n g
• IRS 990 data to map immigrant serving non-

profits
• Pilot mobility history survey
• Comprehensive literature review

Immigrant Civic Engagement and Economic Opportunity
Grant #: 15REHVA001 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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How many friends and family upon whom you could rely for support...

 
 

Immigrant Civic Engagement and Economic Opportunity
Grant #: 15REHVA001 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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Q u a n t i t a t i v e  f i n d i n g s
• S t u d i e s  s h o w  t h a t  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  s u c c e s s  g o  h a n d  i n  h a n d .   I t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
h o l d s  f o r  N e w  A m e r i c a n s  a s  w e l l .

• E c o n o m i c  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  a l s o  v o l u n t e e r i n g  i s  
g e n d e r e d

• 25% of males were economically successful
• 19% of females were economically successful

• W o m e n  i m m i g r a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  h a v e  h i g h e r  
l e v e l s  o f  U S  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  E n g l i s h  p r o f i c i e n c y  
t h a n  m a l e s .

• W o m e n  a r e  j u s t  a s  l i k e l y  t o  v o l u n t e e r  w i t h  a  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  b u s i n e s s  g r o u p .

• E c o n o m i c  b e n e f i t s  o f  v o l u n t e e r i n g  v a r y  b y  
g e n d e r .

• 34% of men who volunteer are economically successful
• 23% of women who volunteer are economically successful

Immigrant Civic Engagement and Economic Opportunity
Grant #: 15REHVA001 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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Q u a l i t a t i v e  f i n d i n g s
• I m m i g r a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  i s  

c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s / s k i l l s .

• P r o f e s s i o n a l  n e t w o r k s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  t i e s  
f a c i l i t a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d
c i v i c  i n v o l v e m e n t .  

• I m m i g r a n t  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  b o t h  
f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  
g r o u p s ,  a n d  m a n y  a r e  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  a n d  
t r a n s - l o c a l  i n  s c o p e .  

• P a t h w a y s  t o  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  a r e  
c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  m e d i a t e d  a n d  
l i n k e d  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p a t h w a y s .  

• B e i n g  a b l e  t o  a c c e s s  n e t w o r k s  a n d  f o r m a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  c h a n n e l s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  e a s e d  t r a n s i t i o n  a n d  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  s p u r r e d  l a t e r  c i v i c  
i n v o l v e m e n t .  

Immigrant Civic Engagement and Economic Opportunity
Grant #: 15REHVA001 

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)
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Andrea Robles, Ph.D.
Research and Evaluation 
Manager, 
Office of Research and 
Evaluation, 
AmeriCorps

Panelist Discussion and Q&A

Carol Cutler 
White, MPA, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Indiana University -
Bloomington

Donnell Pearl
Community Researcher, 
REP
University of Pittsburgh 
School of Social Work 

Mary L. Ohmer, Ph.D.
Associate Professor/COSA 
Chair

University of Pittsburgh 
School of Social Work 

Kate Holler
MSW Student Researcher  

University of Pittsburgh 
School of Social Work 

Brad Fulton, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Indiana University -
Bloomington

Incubators for Civic Engagement: 
Research for Equity and Power (REP)

James ‘Jim’ Witte, 
Ph.D. 
George Mason 
University

Rebecca Nesbit, 
Ph.D.
University of Georgia
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Mary Hyde, Ph.D.
Director, 

Office of Research and Evaluation
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