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T h e  I N A R O  p r o j e c t  i s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  
M o n t o n e s c o m m u n i t y  i n  L a s  P i e d r a s t o w n ,  
t h r o u g h  i t s  v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  J ó v e n e s
d e l  B a r r i o .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  
t w o  h u r r i c a n e s ,  I r m a  a n d  M a r i a  ( 2 0 1 7 ) ,  a s  
t h e  r e s t  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o . O u r  o r i g i n a l  
r e s e a r c h  q u e s t i o n s  a r e :  ( 1 )  W h a t  c o m m u n i t y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a c t  t o  i n h i b i t  o r  p r o m o t e  
a c t i v e  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t ?  a n d  ( 2 )  W h a t  w i l l  
b e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c o h e s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a  n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r ?  T h e  
I N A R O ´ s  C o m m u n i t y  R e s e a r c h  T e a m  ( C R T )  
c o m p l e t e d  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p r o j e c t  b y  h e l d  7  f o c u s  g r o u p s ,  
a d m i n i s t r a t e d  8 6  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  a n d  1 1  i n  
d e e p  i n t e r v i e w s  f o r  a  t o t a l  o f  1 6 0  
p a r t i c i p a n t s .  

Grantee Program Accomplishments
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P u r p o s e :  T o  w o r k  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  p a r t n e r s  t o  
b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  r e s i d e n t s  p e r c e i v e  c i v i c  
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  h o w  t h e  d i s a s t e r  e x p e r i e n c e  
h a s  i m p a c t e d  t h e i r  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t ( C E ) .

C o r e  R e s e a r c h  Q u e s t i o n s

1 . H o w  d o  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e f i n e  C E ?

2 . W h a t  a r e  t h e  b a r r i e r s  a n d  f a c i l i t a t o r s  t o  C E  a s  
p e r c e i v e d  b y  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ?

3 . H o w  d o e s  H u r r i c a n e  H a r v e y  i m p a c t  C E ?

4 . H o w  d o  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  C E  d i f f e r  a c r o s s  
r a c i a l l y / e t h n i c a l l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i v e r s e  
c o m m u n i t i e s ?

Grantee Program Accomplishments
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H u r r i c a n e  H a r v e y :  C o m m u n i t y  M e m b e r s ’  
C i v i c  E n g a g e m e n t  E x p e r i e n c e s

Key Takeaways
• Need for clear disaster 

preparedness, response, 
recovery information

• Importance of translated 
Information, accessible in 
diverse languages

• Distrust in elected officials 
related to disaster 
response, short & long 
term recovery assistance

• Influences of multiple 
disasters over time

Grantee Program Accomplishments

Civic Engagement and 
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Lord, don’t let 
this water 
come in

So many 
organizations 
that gave

Coordination 
was so critical 

Everybody was like 
helping everybody

There was a 
window of 
opportunity

Anchored us 
to the 
community

We had to do 
everything on 
our own

Don’t know where 
to go for help

Pass that 
information 
down

Don’t know 
where money 
went

They ain’t
working for us n

They  should take 
initiative to 
implement policies

It’s for sure 
gotten worse
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S l o w  V i o l e n c e :
• H i d d e n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n j u s t i c e s
R e s e a r c h  M e t h o d :
• P h o t o v o i c e  b y  Y o u t h  S c i e n t i s t s  t o  

d o c u m e n t  s l o w  v i o l e n c e  i n  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  n e i g h b o r h o o d s

F i n d i n g s  t o  D a t e :
• C l i m a t e  d i s a s t e r s
• I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  n e e d s
• I l l e g a l  d u m p i n g
• C o n n e c t i o n  t o  h o u s i n g  c r i s i s
A c t i o n s :
• B u i l d  s u p p o r t  a n d  c r e a t e  s o l u t i o n s  w i t h  

o u r  p a r t n e r s

Slow Violence and Environmental Injustice in NV
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https://www.tiktok.com/@adanalbarran1/video/6889272627060362502?lang=en&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
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T o  f u r t h e r  e x p l o r e  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  p l a n  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  h o m e l e s s n e s s  i n  1 0  y e a r s ,  a  
t e a m  o f  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  D r e w  
U n i v e r s i t y  t e a m e d  u p  w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  1 9  
d i v e r s e  s t a k e h o l d e r s  f r o m  h o u s i n g  
a g e n c i e s ,  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  h o u s i n g  v o u c h e r  
r e c i p i e n t s ,  a n d  l a n d l o r d s  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  a c t i o n  
r e s e a r c h  ( C B P A R )  p r o j e c t  d u r i n g  t h e  
2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  a c a d e m i c  y e a r .  T h e  
N e i g h b o r s - i n - N e e d  P r o j e c t  u t i l i z e d  a  
m i x e d  m e t h o d s  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n  t o  s t u d y  
c o u n t y ’ s  h o u s i n g  v o u c h e r  e c o s y s t e m  i n  
M o r r i s  C o u n t y ,  N J .

Neighbors-in-Need CBPAR Project
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• C r e a t e d  a  P i l o t  I n t e r v e n t i o n  P r o g r a m

• E n g a g e d  m u l t i p l e  s t a k e h o l d e r s :  
• Housing agencies (Family Promise, Mental Health Association of 

Essex and Morris County, Monarch Housing, Morris County Housing 
Authority), 

• Community-based organizations (Atlantic Health Systems and 
Madison Baptist Church)

• housing voucher recipients as community researchers

• D e v e l o p e d  a  P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t  C a m p a i g n  
• Communicate and educate state and local elected officials, 

property owners/managers, faith-based communities and 
grassroots organizations about our research findings and mobilize 
support

• Launched a Four-part Webinar series

• D e s i g n  a  d i g i t a l  c u r r i c u l u m  t o o l k i t  a b o u t  t h e  
C B P A R  r e s e a r c h  a p p r o a c h

• H e l d  T r a i n i n g s  l e d  b y  C A T  m e m b e r s

• D i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  E f f o r t s

Grantee Program Accomplishments
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H o w  c a n  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t  s t r e n g t h e n  
c o m m u n i t y  c a p a c i t y  f o r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  l a n d  
u s e  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
B o s t o n ' s  D u d l e y  n e i g h b o r h o o d ?

S i n c e  m i d - 2 0 1 7 ,  D S N I  a n d  C i t y  o f  B o s t o n  
h a v e  b e e n  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  l e a d i n g  a  
p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s  f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  k e y  
s i t e s  i n  U p h a m ’ s  C o r n e r ,  k n o w n  a s  t h e  
U p h a m ’ s  C o r n e r  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  
T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  c a t a l y z e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n  
a r t s  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  d i s t r i c t  a n d  c r e a t e  
e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e x i s t i n g  
r e s i d e n t s  w h i l e  p r e v e n t i n g  d i s p l a c e m e n t .  
T h e  s i t e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  D S N I - o w n e d  f o r m e r  
b a n k  b u i l d i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  C i t y - o w n e d  
S t r a n d  T h e a t e r ,  a  f o r m e r  B a n k  o f  A m e r i c a  
b u i l d i n g  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  C i t y  t o  b u i l d  a  
b r a n c h  l i b r a r y ,  a  m u n i c i p a l  p a r k i n g  l o t ,  
a n d  s e v e r a l  p r i v a t e l y  o w n e d  s i t e s  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  S t r a n d  a n d  B a n k  o f  
A m e r i c a .

Grantee Program Accomplishments
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• S u p p o r t e d  D S N I  i n  c o - f a c i l i t a t i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
p l a n n i n g  p r o c e s s ,  w i t h  m u l t i - s t a k e h o l d e r  
a d v i s o r y  g r o u p  f r o m  2 0 1 8 - p r e s e n t .

• A  t e a m  o f  9  y o u t h  l e a d e r s  c o n d u c t e d  t h e i r  
o w n  a c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  i n  s u m m e r  2 0 1 9  t o  f u r t h e r  
b u i l d  y o u t h  v i s i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  
o f  D S N I ’ s  b u i l d i n g .

• C o n d u c t e d  1 8  k e y  s t a k e h o l d e r  i n t e r v i e w s .

• P u b l i s h e d  a  w e b s i t e  w i t h  t o o l s  t o  o r i e n t  n e w  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t h e  U p h a m ’ s C o r n e r  
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  p r o c e s s :  
h t t p s : / / s i t e s . t u f t s . e d u / u i t / .

• P u b l i s h e d  i n  S h e l t e r f o r c e i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 0 :  
h t t p s : / / s h e l t e r f o r c e . o r g / 2 0 2 0 / 0 9 / 2 8 / p l a n n i n g -
a n - a r t s - d i s t r i c t - w i t h - a r t - a n d - f i g h t i n g -
d i s p l a c e m e n t - w i t h - c o m m u n i t y /

• S u p p o r t e d  D S N I ’ s  d e v e l o p e r  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  
i n  s p r i n g  2 0 2 1 .

Civic Engagement and 
Environmental Stewardship 
Grantee Program Accomplishments

https://sites.tufts.edu/uit/
https://shelterforce.org/2020/09/28/planning-an-arts-district-with-art-and-fighting-displacement-with-community/
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